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Answer 1. 


If by the use of the word reliable you mean is the study 
meaningful, then our answer is no. The primary reason is that 
the choice of measuring criteria in the study, i.e., "respiratory 
symptoms" are misleading as they are virtually not quantifiable. 

Answer 2. 


Tire machinery used today to test and measure smoke consti¬ 
tuents of cigarettes bears no ressemblance to that equipment 
used in the 1930s. In fact, the modern instrumentation is 
highly reliable, gives scientifically reproducable results 
and is continously being further developed on an internatio¬ 
nal scale. 

The test results obtained with modern laboratory equipment 
combined with the most up to date methodology permits meaning¬ 
ful comparison of different cigarettes. 

Answer 3. 


We do not share the Medical Board's opinion on this subject. 
Proper test results allow a comparison of different cigarettes. 

This means that, broadly speaking, the ranking of products by 
what the smoker obtains in terms of smoke constituents and what 
the machine reads is the same. However there is one type of 
cigarette for which this statement is in dispute. 

Answer 4. 


Modern cigarette manufacturing technology combined with 
improved varieties of tobacco leaf permit the producer 
to offer cigarettes with varied levels of smoke consti¬ 
tuents. 

Contrary to some statements of the Medical Board, these 
different yields can be precisely measured and accurately 
reported using the available instrumentation and the most 
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up to date testing protocols. 
Answer 5. 


If your question represents the view of some Medical 
Board members that all cigarettes are the same, our 
Industry would politely ask how this view can be in 
accord with the Finnish regulation imposing maximum 
constituent limits, i.e., 15mg Tar, 12.5mg CO and l,2mg 
nicotine. 

What we do know for sure about questions related to smo¬ 
king and health is that much more research is needed and 
to that end the Tobacco Industry contributes the equivalent 
of millions of Finroarks every year to further Medical Research. 

Best regards, 

J.-B. Robinson 
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